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aka The Racoon Bros / The 3 Racoons / The 4 Racoons / The Great Racoons
(1908-ca.1913) Gymnasts, acrobats, child and dog act.
The Racoon Brothers (Paddy and Michael) and their dog staged their popular comedy acrobatic act as a trio before
expanding it (ca. 1910) to include a young boy. According to reviews the performances included forward, backward
and flying somersaults, pyramid work, tumbling, and rolling, with their dog creating much merriment in response to
its enthusiastic participation. Among the firms known to have engaged the acts were Harry Clay, James Brennan,
Harry Rickards (Tivoli circuit), Birch and Carroll (Queensland), Dix-Baker (Newcastle/Hunter Valley, NSW), Davis'
Vaudeville Co (Hunter Valley, NSW), Tom Brennan (Newcastle, NSW), the Puglieses (Alhambra Theatre, Sydney),
Ted Holland (Brisbane), West's Pictures, A. R. Shepard (Adelaide), and Sayers and Lennon (South Australia/Broken
Hill, NSW) among others.
•

The identity of the dog (or dogs) is unclear. Several names have been recorded in various newspapers over the
period the act was active. These include: "Um" (1908), "Paddy" (1910), and "Tony" (1911). If not several dogs
the one animal may have had its name changed several times. Alternatively some of the journalists reporting on
the act may have simply got the name wrong.

1908

cont...

Maitland Daily Mercury (NSW) 3 Mar. 1908, 4.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12634339

Sydney Sportsman 18 Mar. 1908, 2.

1910

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/15164735

1911
Ipswich (Qld)

Queensland Times (Ipswich) 13 Feb. 1911, 4.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/9748038
Newcastle (NSW)

Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate (NSW) 1 July 1911, 6.
Hobart

Adelaide

Advertiser (Adelaide) 7 Oct. 1911, 2.

1912
Broken Hill (NSW)

Bathurst (NSW)

National Advocate (Bathurst) 18 Apr. 1912, 2.

Sydney

Catholic Press (Sydney) 29 May 1913, 13.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/11727596
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