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(ca. 1890-) Journalist, theatre director, writer/librettist, poet 
 

Stanley August Kilminster grew up in Lambton, Newcastle (New South Wales) and was active in local theatre and 

various music competitions from an early age, as was his sister Pressie. While a student at the Newcastle Public 

School in 1904 he won a gold medal for singing and two years later was one of a select group of students to be 

awarded a state scholarship. Sometime after completing his schooling Kilminster moved to Sydney where he became 

involved with amateur theatre as an actor and later director and writer. Arguably his biggest success in theatre 

occurred in 1915 when his musical comedy What Is It?, was staged by the Eastern Suburbs Musical Comedy Society. 

A collaboration with musician and music director Hubert Russell, the show was well received by the Sydney critics. 
 

In addition to his theatrical pursuits Kilminster had a number of stories and poems published in various periodicals, 

including the Bulletin and The Lone Hand. While little is currently known about his career as a journalist, Kilminster 

is known to have submitted freelance political observations and correspondence to various regional newspapers 

Border Morning Mail and Riverina Times (Albury) and National Advocate (Bathurst) beginning in 1916. He is also 

recorded as having lived in Melbourne in the mid-1920s and at some stage during the next few years travelled to 

Canada. He was eventually brought back to Australia by Sun Newspapers and given a sub-editorial position. His 

employment was terminated in early-1931, however, and led to him suing Sun Newspapers Ltd for £1,000 on the 

grounds of insufficient notice. Although the verdict was awarded to the defendant, Kilminster was granted leave to 

appeal ("Law Report." Sydney Morning Herald 29 July 1931, 8). No details regarding Kilminster's life and career after 

1931 have yet been located. 
 

► See also Clay Djubal. "Stanley A. Kilminster." AustLit: The Australian Literature Resource. [Sighted 20/11/2016] 
 

• It is possible that Kilminster was sacked by Sun Newspapers Ltd in response to his involvement with the 

 Australian Journalists Association (A.J.A.). In a letter to the editor published in the paper's 25 March issue of 

 1931, the A.J.A. expressed its 'strong resentment' to claims made by Sir Hugh Denison (Chairman of Associated 

 Newspaper's Ltd) which levelled blame for the demise of the Evening News on the Association (11). Kilminster, a 

 signatory to that letter, was sacked sometime thereafter. 
 

• While touring through Tasmania with friends in early 1916 Kilminster proposed a revival of What Is It? for the 

 Huonville Musical Society. He was at the time temporarily living in the Franklin district. Although the Society 

 announced a performance date of Easter Monday no production has yet been located. 
 

___________________ 
 

WHAT IS IT?  [musical comedy]  Lib. Stanley A. Kilminster; Orig Mus. Hubert Russell 

Although generally referred to in newspaper coverage as a revue, What Is It? was actually a musical comedy. The Sydney 

Morning Herald indicates in this respect that the production was staged over two acts and dealt "chiefly with a mesmerist, a 

snobbish duke, a gay young peer, a musical comedy actress and an American salesman "'doing' London" ("What is It," 19). The first 

act is set in the house of Sarazo the mesmerist and the second act in the reception room of the Hotel Cecil, London. 

Among the songs incorporated into the show were: "We're Proud of You Boys" (sung by Valerie Hewett and chorus), "The 

Ragtime Dream," "The Beautiful Sea" and "The Sleepy Pyjama Girl." The dances included an Egyptian ballet and the picturesque 

"Desert Dance." 
NB: In early 1916 Kilminster and some friends spent time touring Tasmania, and at once stage temporarily resided in the Franklin district. 

On 29 February the Huonville Musical Society announced in the Huon Times (29 February 1916) that Kilminster was organising a production of 

What Is It? for Easter Monday that year. The proposed director was identified as George Amer. No record of any production has yet been 

located, however. 

1915: Repertory Theatre, Sydney; 4-5 December 

- Dir. Stanley A. Kilminster; M Arr/Cond. Hubert Russell; Prod. Eastern Suburbs Musical Society. 

- Cast incl. Gilbert Walton (Sarazo, the mesmerist), Placid Courtney (Duke of Tumblesnob), Hal Stuart-Beeston (Lord  

  Fitzdare), Ethel Jack (Peggy Lashmore, the actress), Stanley Holthouse, W. G. Forshaw (Hon John Clifford), Valerie  

  Hewett (Lady Sybil), Leila Smith (Thought), Phyllis Diddams; and ballet (Iris Ward, Lily Buckman, Ettie Burnett,  

  Muriel Enderby, Eileen marks, Linda Mark). 

 - The orchestra comprised 14 musicians. The chorus reportedly numbered 35 performers. 
 

"Last Night's Music: Revue at Repertory." Sun (Sydney) 5 Dec. (1915), 10. 

"Repertory Theatre." Sydney Morning Herald 6 Dec. (1915), 6. 

"What is It?" Sydney Morning Herald 4 Dec. (1915), 19. 

 

https://ozvta.com/music-directors-composers-other/
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A11098
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1900-1906 
 

 
Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate (NSW) 21 Nov. 1900, 1. 
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate (NSW)  

28 July 1902,  7. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/136569888 

 

 
 

Sunday Times (Sydney) 12 Apr. 1903, 2, 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/126448977 
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate (NSW)  

14 Nov. 1904, 5. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/136393554 
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate (NSW)  

29 Nov. 1905, 3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/136105762 

 

 

 

 

 
Evening News (Sydney) 4 July 1906, 6. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/114090669 
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1915 
 

 

 
Sydney Morning Herald 4 Dec. 1915, 19. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/15628919 

 

 
 

 

Sun (Sydney) 5 Dec. 1915, 10. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/221914569 

 

 

Sydney Morning Herald 6 Dec. 1915, 6. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/15629322 
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1916 
 

 
Sunday Times (Sydney) 23 Jan. 1916, 5. 

 
 

 

"Social Gossip." Sun (Sydney) 27 Feb. 1916, 17. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/221367789 
 

 
Huon Times (Franklin, Tas) 29 Feb. 1916, 3.  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article135819189 
 

 
 

 

 
 

National Advocate (Bathurst, NSW) 26 Oct. 1916, 3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/158519868 

 

 
Border Morning Mail and Riverina Times (Albury, NSW)  

27 Oct. 1916, 2.  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/109971773 

 

 

 

 
       Border Morning Mail and Riverina Times (Albury, NSW)  

 ◄   12 Oct. 1916, 2.  

       http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article109976709 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/221367789
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1925 
 

 
Argus (Melbourne) 14 Mar. 1925, 17. 

 

 

1931 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Sydney Morning Herald 29 July 1931, 8. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/16796481 

 
Sun (Sydney) 25 Mar. 1931, 11. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/224676606 

 

 Australian Variety Theatre Archive: Research Notes 
 

Published by Clay Djubal: 20/11/2016 • Last updated: 9/05/2018 
 

NB: The URL for this PDF will change each time it is updated. If you wish to link to this record please use the following: 

Australian Variety Theatre Archive • http://ozvta.com/practitioners-other-a-l/ 
 

The information within this research notes publication should be considered a snapshot only. Its purpose is to serve as a  

basis for further investigation and as a repository for online references that may eventually disappear. 
 

Any works snagged or transcribed from other sources remain the copyright of their respective authors/publishers.  

The authorship and/or original publication details are provided and these should be cited (not the AVTA).* 
 

NB: New information is continuously being made available as more newspapers are digitised by Trove (Australian National 

Library Digitised Newspapers resource) 
 

* Material published the AVTA's Research Notes will be removed if requested by the legally-confirmed copyright owner. Please contact the AVTA. 

 

 

 

◄ 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/16796481
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/224676606

