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aka Kavello (or Kavelio) 
 

 

Ventriloquist, shadowgraphist, magician, film exhibitor.  
 

Frank Cane started out performing in Melbourne and regional Victoria in the early 1900s, initially playing community 

events and social functions before turning professional. Active well into the 1920s Cane also often doubled-up as the 

shadowgraphist Kavello and occasionally worked a magic/mystery act (under his own name). It was as a ventriloquist 

(with his "partner" Curly) that he was best known by Australian audiences, however. Cane also briefly ran his own 

picture house in Yarraville (1914) and operated a vaudeville agency in Melbourne (1916-1920). Among the many 

companies and circuits he worked with were: Harry Clay (1920), K-Nuts (1921), Fullers' Theatres (1922), Copeland 

and Cole (1924), George Drew's New South Wales Western Line circuit (1925). 
 

 Å  See also: Eastern Vaudeville Agency Å    White-Cane Agency 
 

Å Cane was based out of Sydney for around five years beginning 1920, apart from some 12 months touring New 

Zealand (1923-24). He is known to have still been performing as late as 1930. From around 1922 he appears to 

have been working with a dog named "Bluey." Cane was also briefly in partnership with Sydney booking agent 

James H. White (ca. 1922-23). 
 

Å As the shadowgraphist Kavello (often spelled Kavelio), Cane created mini-dramas and comedy sketches by 

throwing shadows of puppets and other objects on a screen. Some reviews from 1919 onwards indicate that the 

act was in colour. 
 

Å A racehorse named Kavello was active during the mid-1910s. 
 

 

 

 

 

1905 
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Prahan Chronicle (Melbourne) 29 July 1905, 3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/19547317 

 

 

 

 

https://ozvta.com/entrepreneurs-a-f/
https://ozvta.com/troupes-g-l/
https://ozvta.com/organisations-a-l/
https://ozvta.com/practitioners-d/
http://ozvta.com/industry-misc-1/
http://ozvta.com/industry-misc-1/
https://ozvta.com/industry-people-m-z/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/19547317
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Yea Chronicle (Vic) 7 Mar. 1907, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/5945646 

 

 

1910 
 

Brighton (Melb)  

 
Brighton Southern Cross (Melbourne) 26 Nov. 1910, 4. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/19560286 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/5945646
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/19560286


1912 
 

Geelong (Vic) 
 

 

Geelong Advertiser (Vic) 1 July 1912, 4. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17555855 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Launceston (Tas) 

 

 

Examiner (Launceston, Tas) 30 Dec. 1912, 1. 

 

 

 

Examiner (Launceston, Tas) 3 Jan. 1913, 8. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/3109471 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17555855
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/3109471


1913 
 

 
Examiner (Launceston, Tas) 13 Jan. 1913, 6. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/3109546 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/3109546
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Weekly News (Yarraville, Vic) 19 Sept. 1914, 2. 
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Weekly News (Yarraville, Vic) 19 Sept. 1914, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13460697 
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13460697


Ballarat (Vic)  
 

 

Ballarat Courier (Vic) 13 Aug. 1914, 8. 

 

 

Ballarat Courier (Vic) 15 Aug. 1914, 2. 
 

 
Geelong Advertiser (Vic) 12 Sept 1914, 4. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13396118 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13396118

