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aka Bijou Theatre / Kitts Music Hall
(1872-) Eastern Arcade, 131-135 Bourke Street.
After fire destroyed the Haymarket Theatre in 1871, the Apollo Hall was erected within the Eastern Arcade complex
(adjacent to the Eastern Markets) and opened on Boxing Day 1872 by Harry Rickards. Seating up to 1,000 people the
hall was used for theatrical entertainments, concerts, exhibitions, public meetings, lectures, primary industry shows
and sporting events etc. The Apollo was converted into an athletics hall in 1887 and later served as a venue for boxing.
Variety troupes to play there included Carroll and Wallace Minstrels (1873), Quintuto Minstrels (1874), the Empsons
(1875, 1877), Californian Minstrels1 (1875), US Minstrels (1875-77), La Feuillade2 and Buckley's3 Minstrels (1876),
Hudson4 and Holly5 Comedy Co (1879), Georgia Minstrels [1] (1879), Weston's6 US Minstrels (1879) and Buckley
and Gardner Minstrels (1881).
► See also: Haymarket Theatre (Melbourne CBD)
•

Kate and James Kelly were "exhibited" at the Apollo on the evening of the day Ned Kelly was hanged.

•

Sometimes referred to as the "Temple of Amusements," it was briefly renamed the Bijou in 1867 and Kitts Music
Hall (1880-81), and between 1882 and 1884 was occupied by the Sportsmans Club.

1877
Photograph by N. J. Caire (1837-1918)
State Library of Victoria.

Further Reference
"Eastern Arcade." eMelbourne: The City Past and Present. [Sighted 16/01/2015]
"Eastern Market." eMelbourne: The City Past and Present. [Sighted 16/01/2015]
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Not to be confused with Emerson's California Minstrels.
Nicholas La Feuillade.
Tom Buckley.
Tommy Hudson.
Charles Holly.
Frank Weston.

Eastern Arcade
Located between Russell and Exhibition streets and extending from Little Collins Street to Bourke Street, the Eastern
Arcade was a two-level building erected on the site adjacent to the Eastern Market (originally a fruit and vegetable
market that by the late 1800s had become the heart of Melbourne's Saturday nightlife). During its early years the
arcade included a wide variety of business, ranging from booksellers and hairdressers to newsagents and pie shops and
even a dance hall. By the early 1900s it also housed theatrical agencies, costumiers and rehearsals rooms. The arcade
was reconfigured as a furniture store by the 1950s and later served as an outlet of the Fletcher Jones clothing
company. Its last tenant was Allan's Music. The building was demolished in 2008 to make way for an apartment
building [Thanks to Walking Melbourne].
Haymarket Theatre: Opened by George Coppin in 1862, the Haymarket was located in a lively area of Bourke Street
next to the Eastern Market. It also contained the Apollo Music Hall, where in 1866, roller skating was introduced to
Melbourne. After the building was destroyed by fire in September 1871, a new Apollo Hall was built, together with
the Eastern Arcade.

Source: Walking Melbourne

1872 (Albert Cook)
Source: www.antiqueprintroom.com

Source: Victoria Police Museum

◄

The Eastern Arcade, Bourke Street
Architects: Hyndman & Bates
1892 design for extension.
Skyscrapercity.com

Melissa Bellanta. Larrikins: A History. 2012, 24-25.
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/234229

1873

Australasian (Melbourne) 25 Jan. 1873, 19
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/11286454

Argus (Melbourne) 6 Mar. 1873, 8.
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North Melbourne Advertiser 19 Feb. 1875, 3.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/7048829

1876

Argus (Melbourne) 26 Feb. 1876, 7.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/243469

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/244253

1877

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/15085344
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Argus (Melbourne) 15 Nov. 1879, 12.

1880

... When Kate Kelly and her brother Jim appeared at the Apollo Hall, polite Melbourne society was "outraged." Ned
Kelly had been hung that morning. Posters appeared around Melbourne, announcing the event.
MISS KATE KELLY AND HER BROTHER WILL INTERVIEW ALL COMERS
THIS EVENING THURSDAY NOVEMBER 11 APOLLO HALL
BOURKE STREET EAST MISS ETTIE HART WILL ALSO APPEAR
ADMISSION - ONE SHILLING COMMENCE AT 8 O'CLOCK

The Exhibition was something of a tableau vivant with Kate and the others sitting
motionless on a stage while curious onlookers filed past and conversed with
them. Estimates for the crowds who’d waited outside Pentridge Gaol that
morning were in the thousands and some of these may have paid the shilling to
have a closer encounter with the family. At the time of Ned’s death she was 17,
described as "five feet four inches high, slender build, dark complexion and hair thin features, dark piercing eyes, very small chin, fairly good looking and a
reserved manner, when in Victoria generally dressed in dark clothes."
The day after Ned's death, the Argus, reported:
"A disgraceful scene took place last night at the Apollo Hall, where Kate Kelly
and her brother, James Kelly, were exhibited by some speculators. They occupied
arm-chairs upon the stage, and conversed with those present. The charge for
admission was one shilling and several hundreds of persons paid for admission.
The movement is said to be a private speculation, the hall having been let to the
person showing the relatives of the executed bushranger by the Georgia Minstrels
whose lease had not yet expired" (13 Nov. 1880, 19).
Source: Kate Kelly. Biz http://www.katekelly.biz/exhibitions.htm

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/258151

Argus (Melbourne) 24 Dec. 1880, 8.
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Argus (Melbourne) 24 Dec. 1887, 16.
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/15067091
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cont...

1891

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/9082197

Misc
Developed by Queensland property group Devine this 90 metre tall 25 storey
apartment hotel was completed in 2010 at a cost of $138 million.
The development due to the demolition of the former Eastern Arcade, a Victorian
era building on the site. Despite Heritage Victoria not listing the building on the
Victorian Heritage Register, it was recommended that the Byzantine styled facade
be retained until planning minister Justin Madden called the project in and
controversially approved the demolition in June 2008 and the nature of the swift
demolition sparked community uproar (melbournebuildings.com).

Citadines on Bourke ApartHotel
131-135 Bourke Street, Melbourne
melbournebuildings.com
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