
THE CHASERS 
 

The Chasers was a Sydney-based social group largely affiliated with the variety industry, but which 

also included actors, sporting identities, and other associates. The group came together on a weekly 

basis to socialise on Sydney Harbour. Although closely associated with Australian Variety from 1913 

onwards, its origins date back to the mid-1880s. The word "Chaser" is said to have implied 

"Everything that spells a Fine Time and a Good Time, without abuse, indiscretion or anything of a 

kindred nature."  
 

 
 

A Sydney-based social group affiliated with the variety industry, the Chasers was a loose gathering of Australian 

variety industry practitioners, actors, sporting identities, and associates who came together on a weekly basis to 

socialise on Sydney Harbour. The principal objectives were to fish, entertain each other, and have a barbeque. 

Although the group was largely associated with Australian Variety from 1913 onwards, its origins date back to the 

mid-1880s. An article on the group, published in the magazine in 1915, records, for example, that Harry Rickards had 

been a member of the "Order," and that "during the past several years all the principal vaudeville, theatrical and 

sporting men have been made Chasers." The word "Chaser" is said to have implied "Everything that spells a Fine 

Time and a Good Time, without abuse, indiscretion or anything of a kindred nature" (29 Dec. 1915, n. pag.). The term 

originated within the American variety industry, however, and referred to the last act on the vaudeville bill - the one 

chosen to "chase" the audience out of the theatre.
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The Chasers' outings occurred each Thursday and typically 

involved up to around two dozen participants. After meeting at 

Rushcutter's Bay at 10 am, the group would then head out by yacht 

or launch to various fishing spots and beaches on Sydney Harbour. 

The entertainment usually involved variety-style turns, including 

musical performances (the boats would have a piano on board), 

humorous stories and jokes, specialty acts, and off-the-cuff 

sporting activities. While high-profile variety performers from 

overseas would occasionally be invited to go out on trips when in 

Sydney, most gatherings involved local practitioners. One of the 

participants would write up an account of the outing which would 

be published the following week in Australian Variety in the 

column "With the Chasers." On a number of occasions the column 

would be constructed in the form of poetry, and in several 

instances it served to record the initiation of a new Chaser into the 

Order.  
 

Regarded as the "Daddy of Chaserdom," the longest serving 

member was Joe Wangenheim (known to one and all as "Wangy"), 

who was employed as organiser and cook. Australian Variety 

records in 1915 that Wangenheim had been connected with the 

group from its inception more than thirty years ago.  Among the 

more prominent identities known to have been associated with the 

Chasers were Martin C. Brennan, Harry Kitching, Harry Rickards, 

Vince Courtney, Ike Beck, Harry Clay, Fred Bluett, Jack 'Porky' 

Kearns, Jake Mack, Vaude and Verne, Tom Dawson, and Bill 

Kelso.  
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L-R: Martin C. Brennan, Peter Smith, Joe 
Wangenheim, Leslie Harford. 

Australian Variety 17 Jan. (1917), n. pag. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

FURTHER REFERENCE 
 

As the Chasers column was published regularly in Australian Variety between 1913 and ca. 1917,  

the following sources are a selected bibliography of Chaser articles and miscellany.  

 

Chop. "With the Chasers." AV: 26 Nov. (1913), n. pag. 

---  "With the Chasers." AV: 22 Oct. (1913), n. pag. 

"Little Joe." AV: 21 Dec. (1917), n. pag. 

"With the Chasers." AV: 15 Oct. (1913), n. pag. 

"With the Chasers." AV: 6 Oct. (1915), n. pag. 

"With the Chasers." AV: 29 Dec. (1915), n. pag. 
 

See also: 
 

AV:  17 Jan. (1917), n. pag. [Two photos - "Wangy as an Acrobat" and "Hauling the provisions Ashore"] • 21 Dec. (1917), n.  

  pag. [photo - incl. Harry Rickards, Irving Sayles, Fred Bluett, Les Warton and Joe Wangenheim]  

 

 
 

Australian Variety 29 Dec. (1915), n. pag. 

 
 

Jack "Porky" Kearns and Joe 
Wangenheim on a Chasers outing 

Australian Variety 11 Mar. (1914), cover. 
  

 

Australian Variety 21 Dec. (1917), n. pag. 



 

Last updated: 13/09/2015 
Expanded and updated from the 2007 AustLit entry 

NB: The URL for this PDF will change each time it is updated. If you wish to cite or link to this record please use the following: 

Australian Variety Theatre Archive • http://ozvta.com/industry-misc-a-l/ 

 


