THE BEAUFORT MERRYMAKERS
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(19171918) Establishedh the town of Beaufort, Victorissometime around mid917,the Beaufort Merrymakers
principle objectives wasto help raise funds for various weelated charities and to help lift the spirits of those living
in nearby regional communities. The comgarshows largely comprisedongs, dances, recitations and cdyne
(patter and sketched)he costuming, particularly that of the ladies, was also a feature of the entertainraedition

to shows at Beaufort the Merrymakers are also known to have played Ararat, Avoca, aedtdmphitheatre The
company reportegllraised in the vicinity o£700, with the Red Cross a major beneficiary.

Personnelincl. Anthony Cavagnai. Cougle Elsie De Bare (accompanist), Alma Harris, Vera &rrMrs Percy
Kelly, J. G. Macdonald, R. Martin, Eric Mill$]. B. (Harry) SeageiNetta White A.L. (Archie) Wotherspoon.
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Beaufort is situated 164 km from Melbourne.
Punch (Melbourne, Vic. : 1900 - 1918) sbout ¥ Thursday 20 September 1917 » <4 Page 26 v | Go| of 44 b f

“THE BEAUFORT MERRYMAKERS,"
2 e Who hove given many successful concorts for patriotic purposes.
Miss Netta White, Mr. Anthony Cavagna, Miss Elsie De Bare, Mr. Harry Seager, Miss Alma Harris,
Mr. Archie Wotherspoon, Miss Vera Derrick, Mr. Erie Mills, Mrs. Percy elly.




1917

Riponshire Advocate (Vic. : 1914 - 1918) sbout, 4 Saturday 18 August 1917 » 4 Page 2 Riponshire Advocate (Vic. : 1914 - 1918) about 4 Saturday 18 August 1917 » 4 Page 3

AVE YOU THE BLUES? If eo
get rid of them. And  you just can enThe Beaufort Merrymakers give an
if you go and see the BEAUFORT | "N‘ertainment in the Societies’ Hall op

MERRYMAKERS in the SOCIETIES’ | Tuesday in aid of Lads
HALL on TUESDAY, AUGUST 28tH. | Girls’ Bltrioﬁc c,,b.'w Cross and
iA{nﬁUg&toE-date Musical, ng)oroulz,/ lng the attractive m b’
efin ntertainment. Prices, 2/ an P"ﬂme r
1/: Front Reserved Seats, 6d extra. house MHM : g .
Box plan at Kelly & McDonald's. Book http:/trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343681
early and secure a sgeat. Proceeds in

aid of Beautort Red Cross and Girle’
| Patriotic €lub. H. McLEOD, Hon. Sec.

Riponshire Advocate (Vic. : 1914 - 1918) aoowty 4 Saturday 25 August 1917 » 4 Page 2 The Ballarat Star (Vic. : 1865 - 1924) about; 4 Thursday 30 August 1917 » 4 Page 6
BEAUFORT.

- THE MERRY-MAKFRS. .

e. Beaufort Merry-makers enter-.

tined- a. crowded: house. at the: 1 1
Sorieties’ Hall orr Tuesday nigh?;, w?hifq:

The Merrymakers.

d The Beaufort Merrymakers made

their debut at Lexton on \Vednesday
U1 night, when a crowded house greeted
8 | them at the local hall. The audience was

it | very appreciative, and numerous encores thesr : it
| | were received. The takings amounted ﬁ%?:gf;yd:ﬁ?n;nzvgﬁ gfefﬁﬁ erﬁlox-
to about £12. A hex of choeolates was local - éompany N i )1‘0 Yy a
cold and re-sold several times by Mr P. tations, and &bgm "m'en;]s £0,08, Teri.
t| Kelly. realising £417/. The profits go Mis: P, Kelly, Misses A Whiee Dy
0 { towards the Lexton Red Cross Society. Derrick, A ﬁarrisszfnd ﬁIessr? ‘i’l g
9|Cr W. H. Hedge moved a hearty vote Seager, B, Mills, A. Cavogna. and A.
of ihanks to the performers. which was “Wothierspoon.  Mies Eg ;g
: seconded by Cr. W. Hobson, and support- played the ‘accompanin;ents .‘Duﬁin' 3:{110
ed by Mr J. Simpkin. Mr Kelly respond- mierval a box of x ey
f | ed on behalf of the any. The by Mr P sweels was auclioned
company by Mr. P. Kelly, and realised £5 'The
a | Merrymakers appear at Beaufort on performere were accorded a hearty vote
Tuesday night, and according to the Lex- of thanks, on, the motion of Cr "i%
1 | ton people, are worth hearing. Hgnnah, secolided'.-by.mr E. W H‘uéheéf
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343685 Mr. Kelly. respondumg. The-‘procee'ds‘i
-amounted to over £20, and the profit:iz
to he devoted to the Ladies’ Red Cross |
Sociéty and Girle’ Patriotio Club. Mr |
H. M'Leod. carried vut 'the secretarial |t
duties.. a
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17833273
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BEAUFORT. -The Beaulort Merrymakers gave
an entertainment on Tuesduy might in aid of the
Ladies' Red Cross branch and Girls’ Patrietic Club,
The proceeds amounted to over £20,

The Ballarat Courier (Vic. : 1914 - 1918) =bouty 4 Tuesday 25 September 1917 » 4 Page 5

-

AVOCA.
BEAUFORT MEZRYMAKERS.

A very successful concert was given a!
the Amphitheatre 'ublic Hall on Satur-
day night by the Beaufort Merrymakers.
A substantial profit will result, and this
will be devoted to the Amphitheatreo Sol-

diers’ Comforts Fund.



http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343681
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343685
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17833273

Alout 15 couples were present at a
social held at the Societies’ Hall on
Thursday night by the Bv-«uf(-rt\
Merrvinakers.  An  enjoyable time
was spent, dancing being indulged in
till a late hour. The wusic was sup
plicd by a trio of Ballarat musicians,
Supper was provided by the ladies, |
During the evening songs and choruses
were ziven by members of the Merry-
makers’ concert party and greatly ap-
precisted. Mr P. Kelly afterwards
auctioned a number of cakes, and be-
fore doing so, complimented the
Merrymakers upon hayving raised
jabout £115 for patriotic funds hy
|means of four entertainments. He
also mentioned that this social was
being held to wind up the company.
| The arrangements were made by the
| members of the company, and Mr G
'Rogelsucted as secretary. The pro- |

| fit 1s to be devoted to patriotic pur-t

{poses.
Riponshire Advocaté Oct.(1917), 2.

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343711

Merrymakers' Social. '
I
|

The annual meeting of the members of
the Beaunfort, Waterloo, and District 15th
Infantry Brigade Comforts Depot was held
on Thuraday, 15th inst. The clul has
been in existence 12 months, and during
that time the following articles have heen
sent 1o Beaufort and distriet boys on act-
Ive service :—200 pareels, 220 pairs socks
and &l 40 searves, Donations of £1 and
12 pairs of socks were sent to the Mel:
bourne depot, The following othicers were
re-elected ;—President, Mrs W. Newey
vieespresident, Mrs Moore : seerstary . Miss
Chibnall ; tressurer, Mise N Mo Dronsall,
A vote of thanks was accorded the officers
for their services, The secretary desires
tw acknowledge with thanks the following
donations :— Beaufert Merrymukers, €2
6/11 . Mr Scholes, Mrs Hughes, Mr (.

cont é
Riponshire Advocat24 Nov. (1917), 3.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/tipage/13343742
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1918

3IIHI|!E!IIIHE
MEDALS AND CERTIFICATES
PRESENTED.

The Societies’ Hall, Beaufort, was
packed to the doors on Wednesday night,
when several recently-returned soldiers
were publicly welcomed home. and med-
als and certificates were presented to
them. and also to a number of their
comrades who have been some time in
Australia, The gathering was held
under the auspices of the local S.F. and
W H committee. who provided the
| medals ; the Riponshire Council supply-
|ing the certificates, The function was |
on a larger scale than any of its pre-|
cecessors, and a word of praise is due)

to the committee and the enthusiastic
| secretary (Miss Pear! Chibnall) for the
‘cc-r:-.plet-:- arrangements, The platform

was tastefully decorated with red,

| white and blue curtains and the flags

| of the Allies. The seats of honor were !
cont é

The proceedings opened with thesinging
of the National Anthem and the special
verse for the men at the front  An en

joyable programme of songs and
choruses was excellently contributed by
the members of the Beaufeort Merry-
makers’ concert party (which consisted
of Mrs P Kelly, Misses Leitch, A. Har-
ris, and V. Derrnick, and Messrs R Mar-
tin. G. Cougle, and H. B. Seager) :sonuss
being algo rendered by Mesdames Kelly.,
J. G Macdonald, Miss A Harrnis, a

Mr J. R. Wotherspoon. Miss E.

'DeBaere playved the accompaniments,

and selections were given by Jackson's
Orchestra Apologies were received for
cont é
Riponshire Advocat® June (1918), 2.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343861

DON'T FORGET!
BEAUFORT
MERRYMAKERS.

SOCIETIES" HALL
THURSDAY, AUGUST STH, 1918,
Proceeds in aid of Local Patriotic

Funds.

Box Plan at Kelly & McDonald’s.

PERCY T. STEVENSON, Hon. Secy.
Riponshire Advocatg Aug. (1918), 3.

At the Societies’ Hall, "Beaufort, on
Thursc!ay evening next, an entertain-
ment, in aid of the local patriotic funds,
will be given by the Beaufort Merry-
makers. This excellent company gave
a series of very enjoyable concerts in
the district last year, and won such an
enviable reputation that a bumper house
can confidently be anticipated.

Riponshire Advocatg Aug. (1918), 2.

BEAUFORT,

PATRIOTIC ENTERTAINMENT. -

The Beaufort Merrymakers gave an
enjoyable entertainment in aid of the
local patriotio fundy at the Socioties’
Hall on Thursday night, The build-
ing was crowded, the Stage was prettily
decorated, and the ladies of the com-
pany_mwgre becoming costumes. Miss
E. Do Maere played the _accompani-
wents. . The programme covsisted of
many sparkling, mirthful, and mausical
items, and ‘the audience was a very ap-
preciative one. Bouguets, floral crook.s.'
baskets of flowers, and boxes of sweats
wero presented to the lady performers,
and a good deal of fun was caused by
a bumorist,” who handed each of the
rentlemen of the party a canlifiower.
horuses, sclos, and mecitations were
contributed by the following:—Mes
dames Percy Kelly, J. G. Macdonald,
MisSes Alina Harris, Vera Derrick, and

Messrg A. L Wot on, H. B. Sea-
ger, R. Martin, and G. Cougle. Dur

ing the icterval Mr Percy Kelly sold
several  baskets of sweets, which real
ised over %11 {one ‘being bought by Mr
P. Lewis for £5)." The total proceeds
will be about £41, Mr P. T. Steven
son acted s secretery,
Ballarat Star10 Aug. (1918), 2.

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17841036
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Avoca Free Press and Farmers' and Miner
Journal 21 Aug.(1918), 3.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/177856

Ararat Advertiser29 Aug. (1918), 2.

Avoca Free Press and Farmers' and Miners' Jour 3
5 Oct. (1918), 3
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