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(1917-1918) Established in the town of Beaufort, Victoria, sometime around mid-1917, the Beaufort Merrymakers 
principle objectives was to help raise funds for various war-related charities and to help lift the spirits of those living 
in nearby regional communities. The company's shows largely comprised songs, dances, recitations and comedy 
(patter and sketches). The costuming, particularly that of the ladies, was also a feature of the entertainment. In addition 
to shows at Beaufort the Merrymakers are also known to have played Ararat, Avoca, Lexton, and Amphitheatre. The 
company reportedly raised in the vicinity of £700, with the Red Cross a major beneficiary. 

 

Personnel incl. Anthony Cavagna, G. Cougle, Elsie De Bare (accompanist), Alma Harris, Vera Derrick, Mrs Percy 
Kelly, J. G. Macdonald, R. Martin, Eric Mills, H. B. (Harry) Seager, Netta White, A.L. (Archie) Wotherspoon. 

 

 
Beaufort is situated 164 km from Melbourne. 
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343681 

 

 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343685 

 

 

 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17833273 

 

 
 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343681
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343685
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17833273


 
Riponshire Advocate 6 Oct. (1917), 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343711 
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Riponshire Advocate 24 Nov. (1917), 3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343742 
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1918 
 

 
conté 

 
conté 

Riponshire Advocate 8 June (1918), 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343861 

 

 

 

 
Riponshire Advocate 3 Aug. (1918), 3. 

 

 

 
Riponshire Advocate 3 Aug. (1918), 2. 

 

 

 

 
Ballarat Star 10 Aug. (1918), 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17841036 

 
 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13343861
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17841036


 

 

 
Avoca Free Press and Farmers' and Miners' 

 Journal  21 Aug. (1918), 3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17785685 

 

 

 
Ararat Advertiser 29 Aug. (1918), 2. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Avoca Free Press and Farmers' and Miners' Journal   

5 Oct. (1918), 3. 
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17785685

